
 

 

 

 

Strategic Overview of Curriculum  

Art 
 

Curriculum Intent 

Our students will undertake a creative and expressive journey that will nurture their 

understanding and skills in the wide-ranging specialisms of Art & Design, teach them to look 

at the world from a visual perspective, question critically and respond independently. It will 

not only prepare students for each stage through a carefully sequenced curriculum, but will 

prepare students for studying Fine Art or Photography from GCSE into A-Level, with careers 

advice for the future. This journey DEEPENS their experience of Art as follows: 

• DIVERSITY – Providing students with the opportunity to learn about the evolution of 

Art, different cultures and how they impact artistic style, practice and values. They will 

explore Artwork by historical and contemporary artists of different genders and 

backgrounds. 

• ENJOYMENT – Encouraging subject enjoyment through exciting project themes, choice 

of artists, contextual references, source materials, and varied teaching & learning styles. 

• EXPRESSIVE FREEDOM – Providing a curriculum embedded with opportunities for 

creative freedom and self-expression, Developing their ability to self-manage and 

become increasingly confident, independent learners through each year. 

• PROGRESSION – Our curriculum will develop and strengthen skills and knowledge 

from Key Stage 2, equipping students in Key Stage 3 with a strong foundation across 

the four Assessment Objevtives studied at Key Stage 4 & 5 (Developing Ideas, Exploring 

Media, Recording Ideas & Presenting a Response) to prepare them for GCSE and A-

Level. Information on careers and further education will also aid future choices. 

• ENRICHMENT – The curriculum will be underpinned by enrichment opportunities 

including: Gallery/ Museum visits, extra-curricular clubs, entry into Art competitions, 

and connections with the wider school and community. 

• NURTURING – Art will provide a safe space for students to be supported through 

praise, providing space to explore their ideas with increasing flexibility throughout 

their education to maintain an open mind. 

• SKILLS & KNOWLEDGE – Students will cover the necessary skills and knowledge as set 

out by the KS3 National Curriculum; introducing them to a wide range of wet and dry 

media in Art, Craft & Design. They will develop their curiosity and resilience through 

experimentation, reflection and refinement and learn how to continually question 

what, how and why. 
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S ubject Intent

R ationale

T erm 1 T erm 2 T erm 3 T erm 4 T erm 5 T erm 6
Y E A R  12

Intro to P ersonal 
Investig ation

Idea development
E xploring  artists (analysis, 

copy and response) X 5
Y E A R  13

R eview and reflect - 
planning  for the final 

outcome
R elated S tudy Draft 1

Y E A R  12
Completion of artist 

explorations
R efining  ideas planning  
pag es to narrow artists

W orkshop 1 - pastels, chalk 
and charcoal

W orkshop 2 - M ixed media
W orkshop 3 - O il/ acrylic/ 

watercolours
Y E A R  13

P roducing  the final outcome 
for Component 1

Y E A R   12
G allery visit write up

Development of work from 
g allery visit

Y E A R  13
Introduction pag es and title 

pag e
2nd G allery visit write up

A rtist 1 context and 
responses

R elated S tudy Draft 2

Y E A R  12
A rtist 1 context and 

responses
Y E A R  13

A rtist 2 and responses
A rtist 3 context and 

responses

Y E A R  12
Context sheet artist 2 and 

responses
Y E A R  13

R efining  work
P lanning  for the fianl exam

M aking  the final outcome for 
Component 2 in the 15 hour 

exam
R elated S tudy F inal Draft

Y E A R  12
Context sheet artist 3 and 

responses
R elated S tudy planning

Y E A R  13
Course has finished

T erm 1 T erm 2 T erm 3 T erm 4 T erm 5 T erm 6
W ork marked holistically  for 

data entry  points
W ork marked holistically  for 

data entry  points
W ork marked holistically  for 

data entry  points
W ork marked holistically  for 

data entry  points
W ork marked holistically  for 

data entry  points
W ork marked holistically  for 

data entry  points

T erm 1 T erm 2 T erm 3 T erm 4 T erm 5 T erm 6
Y E A R  12

Complete research and 
g ather ideas

S elect 5 artists of interest
Y E A R  13

Completion of planning  
components (M edia, 
recording  ideas etc.)
R elated S tudy Intro

Y E A R  12
Completion of artist 

explorations
Y E A R  13

P roducing  the final outcome 
for Component 1

Y E A R   12
Continuation of g allery 

pag es
Y E A R  13

Ideas/ reference photoshoot
Completion of work carried 

out in class
R elated S tudy draft 2

Y E A R  12
Completion of some 

outcomes for artist 1
Y E A R  13

Completion of work from 
artist 2 and 3

Y E A R  12
Completion of artist 2 

responses
Y E A R  13

E nsure that outcome 
planning  is compketed

Completion of timie 
manag ement plan

F inal R elated S tudy Draft

Y E A R  12
Completion of artist 3 

responses
R elated S tudy planning

Y E A R  13
Course has finished

Y ear 12 & 13 A -Level F ine A rt Curriculum

A ssessment

Homework

K ey S tag e 5 will provide students with the opportunity  to streng then confidence in developing  as artists. S tudents will discover and build on their 
areas of streng th in terms of style and media (from G CS E ) and will have the independence and freedom to explore a topic of their choice in their 
P ersonal Investig ation - Component 1. T his will encourag e enjoyment and personal interest to motivate and eng ag e. T he A ssessment O bjectives 
for the A -Level course mirror those at G CS E , but emphasize the importance in deepening  both knowledg e and skills. S tudents will develop 
confidence in using  a sketchbook in order to document their ideas, record working  practice, and then extend onto larg er desig n sheets to explore 
larg er outcomes and responses outside the book, as well as larg er finished outcomes both 2D and 3D. T hey will learn how to think critically  about 
their work and the work of others, whilst researching  around their topic to g ain a wider understanding  which can be applied to their practical and 
written work. T his will be carried out as part of artist reflections and analysis, but also as part of the R elated S tudy (essay) which links closely to 
the P ersonal Investig ation. J ust as the G CS E  course comprises of two components, as does the A -Level. W hen the exam paper is released at 
the start of F ebruary, students will choose one theme and complete a sketchbook of work which meets the A ssessment O bjectives, and 
culminates in a 15 hour (3 day) exam where a practical outcome is created.
T he A -Level course will develop on from the G CS E  course, in g reater depth, not only preparing  students with the skills and knowledg e required 
beyond K ey S tag e 5, but it will g ive them the courag e and confidence to apply for a future career/ apprenticeship/ further education in any field of 
A rt & Desig n. T he course will take an open approach to F ine A rt; enabling  students to explore a theme of personal sig nificance, whilst working  
with media they enjoy (2D or 3D). T hey will have the opportunity  to explore cultural, historical references, to promote a deeper understanding  of 
connections and influences; g iving  a broader awareness of A rt. T his deeper understanding  will demonstrate streng thened literacy skills, an 
increased subject spceific vocabulary and improved essay writing  skills, which are transferable in other subjects. T here will be a strong  emphasis 
on understanding  concepts in A rt and applying  these to their work, as critical questioning  is a key skill which artists have when plannning  their 
work. S ketchbooks will be introduced in order to document ideas in a structured, log ical way, as they would in further education, and by practising  
artists. E qually, by encourag ing  students to work on a variety  of scales outside their sketchbooks, this will encourag e students to be ambitious in 
their approach to responses and outcomes. 
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Art References 
Key Stage 2 & 3 National Curriculum 
National Curriculum - Art and design key stage 3 

 
KS4 GCSE  
The OCR GCSE Art & Design Specification with details of course content, assessment objectives and 
mark sheets https://www.ocr.org.uk/Images/220463-specification-accredited-gcse-art-and-
design-j170-j176.pdf 
 
Overviews on different art specialisms/ techniques/ formal elements/ principles of Art and 
understanding the various parts of the GCSE course 
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/examspecs/zds7tcw 
 
Preparing for the GCSE Art Externally Set Task (exam) 
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/guides/zk7p3qt/revision/1 

 
KS5 A-Level Fine Art 
The OCR A-Level Art & Design Specification with details of course content, assessment objectives 
and mark sheets 
https://www.ocr.org.uk/Images/170210-specification-accredited-a-level-gce-art-and-design-
h600-h606.pdf 
 
A fantastic resource for all Art and Photography students with blogs, articles and ideas to help you 
with your project 
https://www.studentartguide.com 

 
Further reading 
 

BOOK AUTHOR PUBLISHER OVERVIEW 
The Art Book  Phaidon Various works of art by 

artists throughout time 
Understanding Art 
isms…. 

Stephen Little  Herbert Press An overview on Art 
Movements and how Art has 
evolved over the years 

Drawing: A Complete 
Guide 

Giovanni Civardi Search Press Advice and examples on 
drawing portraits, figures, 
clothes, hands and feet 

Mixed-Media Collage Holly Harrison Quarto 
Publishing Group 

Collage artists to give you 
advice on different collage 
techniques 

Learn to Paint in 
Acrylics With 50 Small 
Paintings 

Mark Daniel 
Nelson 
 

Search Press Advice on painting with 
acrylic paint using different 
techniques 

Still Life Made Simple 
in Acrylics 

Jennifer Margrave-
Garcia 

Self published Advice on painting still life 
images using acrylic 

Experimental Textiles Kim Thittichai Batsford Ltd Various textiles techniques 
for inspiration 

 

 

https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/media/5a7c4e02ed915d3d0e87b798/SECONDARY_national_curriculum_-_Art_and_design.pdf
https://www.ocr.org.uk/Images/220463-specification-accredited-gcse-art-and-design-j170-j176.pdf
https://www.ocr.org.uk/Images/220463-specification-accredited-gcse-art-and-design-j170-j176.pdf
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/examspecs/zds7tcw
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/guides/zk7p3qt/revision/1
https://www.ocr.org.uk/Images/170210-specification-accredited-a-level-gce-art-and-design-h600-h606.pdf
https://www.ocr.org.uk/Images/170210-specification-accredited-a-level-gce-art-and-design-h600-h606.pdf
https://www.studentartguide.com/

