
RECOMMENDED READING LIST TERM 4 

Key stage 3 recommendations: 

 

The Goldfish Boy – Lisa Thompson 

 

The Boy at the Back of the class – Onjali Rauf 

 

The Beast of Buckingham Palace – David Walliams 

  

A Pocketful of Stars – Aisha Bushby 

 

The Indian in the Cupboard – Lynne Reid Banks 

 

 

 

Twelve-year-old Matthew is trapped in his bedroom by crippling OCD, spending most of his time 

staring out of his window as the inhabitants of Chestnut Close go about their business. Until the 

day he is the last person to see his next door neighbour's toddler, Teddy, before he goes missing. 

Matthew must turn detective and unravel the mystery of Teddy's disappearance - with the help of 

a brilliant cast of supporting characters. Page-turning, heart-breaking, but ultimately life-

affirming. 

There used to be an empty chair at the back of my class, but now a new boy called Ahmet is sitting 
in it. He's nine years old (just like me), but he's very strange. He never talks and never smiles and 
doesn't like sweets - not even lemon sherbets, which are my favourite! But then I learned the 
truth: Ahmet really isn't very strange at all. He's a refugee who's run away from a War. A real one. 
With bombs and fires and bullies that hurt people. And the more I find out about him, the more I 
want to help. 

That's where my best friends Josie, Michael and Tom come in. Because you see, together 

we've come up with a plan. . . 

 
It is 2120 and London is in ruins. The young Prince Alfred has never known a life outside Buckingham 
Palace but when strange goings-on breach its walls and stalk the corridors in the dead of night, he is 
thrust into a world of mystery, adventure and monsters. And when his mother, the Queen, is 
dragged away to the Tower of London, Alfred must screw up his courage and battle to save her, 
himself and the entire city.  

 

Safiya and her mum have never seen eye to eye. Her mum doesn’t understand Safiya’s love of gaming 

and Safiya doesn't think they have anything in common. As Safiya struggles to fit in at school she 

wonders if her mum wishes she was more like her confident best friend Elle. But then her mum falls 

into a coma and, when Safiya waits by her bedside, she finds herself in a strange and magical world 

that looks a bit like one of her games. And there’s a rebellious teenage girl, with a secret, who looks 

suspiciously familiar . . . 

For Omri, it is a dream come true when the plastic American Indian he locks into the old cupboard 
comes to life. Little Bull is everything an Indian brave should be – proud, fearless and defiant. But 
being in charge of a real, live, human being is a heavy responsibility, as Omri soon discovers. And 
when his best friend, Patrick, is let in on the secret, he soon realises that life-changing decisions lie 
ahead. 

 


